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Down
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issues
ABWM's 70th Birthday Celebration

ABWM's Women and Girls Conference, LET THE
WALLS FALL DOWN, won't be the same with you!.
I am looking forward to welcoming you to our
headquarters in King of Prussia, PA, and seeing
you online on July 22-24, 2022! I hope we can
connect over a cup of coffee, delight in an ice
cream cone, and enjoy our virtual panel. I am looking forward to the
rich fellowship of our sisterhood. It has been a while since we
gathered in-person and yes you may attend virtually. Together we can
attend workshops, pray and hear the word of God. We can catch up
and cultivate new friendships. Together we can be stretched and
affirmed. So please plan to join us and bring your sisters, nieces,
granddaughters, mothers and friends.
Also, please take the opportunity to share our mission with women
that are not part of our sisterhood. Invite and introduce ABWM to
someone new. Stop by a local church on Sunday, visit a Bible Study,
call the local church, call a neighbor and share the joy of being part of
the sisterhood that has brought you prayer partners, joy, love,
laughter, support, leadership opportunities, and so much more! As this
conference is both in-person and virtual, it is accessible to most
women and girls.
Our MISSION, is a Christ-centered ministry with a commitment to
encourage and empower women and girls to serve God. ABWM's
VISION is that EVERY American Baptist church shall have a vital
women's ministry program that empowers women and girls to become
and develop as God's person, build God's faith community, and serve
God's world. Our Purpose is to serve American Baptist churches by
encouraging existing vital ministries with women and girls and
empowering churches to build such ministries.
Together we live ABWM's MISSION, VISION and PURPOSE, so share
our ministry with women and girls in your community and those that
may not know us. Our ministry is relevant and needed by women all
over the US, including Puerto Rico. So it won't be the same without
you and someone new!

Iron Sharpens Iron Table Talks
Follow us and like us on Social Media:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube •
Twitter

Register by May 1st for the best rate. Looking forward to reconnecting
and to the many ways God will bless our time together. In-person or
virtually, I am excited to be in your presence.
Hugs and blessings!
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Honoring &
Remembering
Women for
Mother's Day
In early May, American
Baptist Women's
Ministries is preparing a
special edition of
Leader's Reader
featuring "I
remember/honor..." We want to hear your story
about the women who have inspired you,
encouraged you, challenged you, pushed you out of
your comfort zone, and/or helped you grow as a
woman of God.
Who would you like to remember or honor
by making a special gift to American Baptist
Women's Ministries' 71st birthday as we celebrate
Mother's Day? Your gift of $71 will honor one
woman and her story (up to 100 characters) in the
special edition of Leader's Reader.
The deadline for submitting your stories
about women you wish to honor is May 1st. To
submit a submission, click here.
This special edition of Leader's Reader will
be published the week before Mother's Day.

2022 "Shine the Light" Award
Recipient
By Rev. Dr. Christine Smith, national president
On behalf of the Shine the Light Committee, I would
like to thank everyone who took the time to nominate
a woman or a women's group for the 2022 Shine

the Light Award. Annually, American Baptist
Women's Ministries (ABWM) honors one American
Baptist exemplary woman from a local American
Baptist church, shining the light of Christ in the
world. "The Shine the Light Award celebrates those
women who develop new partnerships
(collaboration), find new and different ways to be
Christ's hands and feet (creativity), develop new
means of outreach and spreading God's word
(communication), and serve God's people
(commission)."
This year's honoree is Ms. Winona Hauge.
Ms. Hauge was described as "a woman of faith and
has been a member of Mount Zion Baptist Church
(Seattle, WA) for over forty years." Among her many
noteworthy ministry endeavors, Ms. Hauge co-chairs
the health ministry at her church. Through her
leadership, her church began a collaborative effort to
develop a COVID Partnership Outreach Initiative,
culminating in successfully vaccinating over 3,500
members of the community! Ms. Hauge also
volunteers as a driver to deliver meals to seniors
and other insecure populations. She has been a
member of the Bible Study Fellowship Program for
over 30 years, and in the last six years, she has
served as a group leader
In addition to her Christian service, Ms. Hauge
previously served as a US Public Health Service
Officer, a manager at Fred Hutch Cancer Center,
and a Manager of Social Work at the Odessa Brown
Children's Clinic.
Join me in celebrating this amazing Woman of
God for winning the American Baptist Women's
Ministries 2022 Shine the Light Award! Ms. Hauge
will be recognized at the 71st Annual Meeting on July
23, 2022, at 1:30 PM EST. All AB women are invited
to attend!
Thank you to Gail Aita, LaVonna Cline, and Dr.
Rena Baker for helping to make this difficult decision
on the Shine the Light Award Selection Committee!
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Articles from Officers
National President's
Greetings
By Rev. Dr. Christine Smith,
national president
Greetings American Baptist
Women and Girls! With great joy,
praise, and thanksgiving, I bring
you this update. At only three months into 2022,
American Baptist women have been engaged in
exciting ministry endeavors, learning, growing,
serving, and challenging ourselves to be more like
Christ! As you read our leaders' reports, you will
have an opportunity to catch a glimpse of all the
great things happening.
One of the exciting events we just held on
Saturday, March 26th, was the ABWM Virtual Tea
Party. We had a great committee of AB women
leaders who joined me to help plan the event: Sue
Groves, Dr. Berquis Torres, and Dawn DoerrJohnson. The Tea Party highlighted our national
ministry theme, Let the Walls Fall Down. Over 74
women and girls from across the US and Puerto
Rico gathered virtually. Additionally, more women
participated as "Tea Party Captains" held actual tea
parties in their homes for individuals who otherwise
may not have been able to log onto Zoom. Together,
we prayed, played a trivia game, and heard amazing
music from a former member/leader of the National
Leadership Team of AB GIRLS (NLT), Marta Lopez.
We watched videotaped testimonies from two
American Baptist women, Min. Sadiqa Delaney, and
Rev. Sandra Román, regarding the impact ABWM
has made upon their lives. Finally, we received a
POWERFUL, inspiring, encouraging, educational
message from Rev. Lisa Harris-Lee, Director of
Healing and Transforming Communities, American
Baptist Home Missions Societies. But that is not all
– the winner of the trivia game received a FREE
registration to the upcoming Women and Girls
Conference, July 22-24, 2022, in King of Prussia,
PA, and virtually!

This PHENOMENAL Women and Girls
Conference is chuck full of amazing speakers, Bible
studies, and opportunities for women to fellowship
as well as to be refreshed, renewed, and restored!
Guest speakers include Rev. Dr. Shannon DaleyHarris, author, retreat leader, and child
advocate; Rev. Marsha Scipio, Director of the
Baptist World Aid for the Baptist World Alliance; and
Rev. Dr. Bernadette Glover, Senior Pastor of St.
Paul Baptist Church, Montclair, NJ. Girls who have
completed the sixth grade and up will come together
for fellowship, Bible study, outdoor activities, and an
opportunity to learn about self-care.
On Saturday afternoon, our Executive
Director, Rev. Dr. Gina Jacobs-Strain, and I will
host a "President's Tea for Women Leaders."
This will be a time for regional and state presidents,
CEOs, pastors, and executives to come together to
review the amazing things we, by God's grace, have
been able to accomplish as American Baptist
Women's Ministries. In addition, we will discuss our
strategic goals, vision, and dreams for the future,
and the role that we as leaders can play in bringing
those dreams, through faith, to fruition!
Women of God, you won't want to miss this
conference! For more information and to register,
visit www.abwomensministries.org/events
Remember, this is a hybrid event. Space is limited to
70 in-person slots. However, virtual registration is
unlimited! We hope to see you there!!!
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Opportunity for Young Adult
Women

News from the Western
Section

By Olivia Banks, coordinator of
Young Adult Women's Ministries

By Carol Wright, coordinator of
the Western Section

Mark your calendars for July 2224, 2022! Young adult women
have an exciting opportunity to
gather in person with American Baptist Women's
Ministries at the Women and Girls Conference in
King of Prussia, PA. We will be able to dive deeper
into our ministry focus of Let the Walls Fall Down
with our sisters in Christ. ABWM has done an
amazing job of embracing technology, so attending
virtually is still an option, but I hope you will consider
registering for one of the only 70 slots available to
be onsite with us. The staff and Young Adult
Women's Ministry Advisory Team (YAWMAT) have
worked hard to create elements of the conference
specifically tailored to young adults!
Beginning on Friday, there will be a panel on
Real Acceptance and a time to fellowship with the
AB GIRLS attendees. The panel will include five
women/girls (Olivia Banks, Rev. Dr. Kadia Edwards,
Rev. Dr. Charlotte Myers, Shileah Huggins, and Rev.
Beatrix Weil) all from around the country and in
various stages of life and ministry – it is sure to be a
great conversation.
On Saturday, we will have a morning workshop
designed for young adult women and a chance to
connect with our Young Adult Women's Ministry
Advisory Team (YAWMAT) in the afternoon. These
activities will be interspersed throughout lots of
wonderful programming and opportunities for
building relationships with one another.
To register and find out more details, visit:
www.abwomensministries.org/events.

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•
Pacific Northwest ABWM
had a Black Friday quilter
overnight at Camp Bethel. On
June 24-26, their retreat at Camp Bethel will
be a time to feel safe, encourage each to
share, help each other heal, and reacquaint
after being apart.
ABWM of Yakima is reinstating their
monthly breakfast gathering.
In February, Olympia ABWM had City
Gates Ministries help with the homeless,
and YAW Sarah Matos said, "Feliz Navidad"
as she continued her Bolivian work virtually.
First Baptist of Honolulu's theme: "Build
by Trusting God," has a Wonder Woman's
Bible study via zoom on Saturdays at 8:30
AM HPT and a devotional phone message
Monday-Friday.
In line with our Mission Focus on CrossCultural Relationships, ABWM of the West
had a zoom on March 3 called "What I told
my daughter." Guest speakers were Rev.
Dr. Marie Onwabuariri, Rev. Jennifer
Plantenberg, and Sister Lorene Smith. It
was magical!
Urban Grace Tacoma has its 140th annual
Rose Event in June, with Sex-Trafficking as
the focus.
ABWM of Idaho has multiracial, multigenerational quilters and plans to meet at
Cathedral of the Pines on June 10-12, using
"Break Down The Walls" as a focus and
Choosing JOY as a sub-theme.
Colorado ABWM zoomed "Living
Victoriously in Challenging Times'', a
wonderful February retreat, "Let Go and Let
God," and a June 10-11 conference at the
Hilton in Denver themed "Let The Walls Fall
Down."
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News and Information for AB GIRLS
AB GIRLS Programming at the
2022 Women and Girls
Conference
By Shileah, AB GIRLS convenor
With just months away from this
year's Women and Girls
Conference, I am so excited to
share that there will be so many different activities
for the girls to look forward to!
On Friday, the girls can expect to take part in
icebreakers to get to know one another and have an
opportunity to form a bond with their fellow
attendees. Girls will also get the chance to be with
the young adult attendees to hang out, which should
be exciting. Ending the day, we will have worship
with the all-conference attendees and then an
interactive opportunity for the girls to learn about
skincare and make a skincare product! We will have
a guest speaker to demonstrate more about it.
On Saturday, the girls will get the best of both
worlds of being indoor for Bible studies and outside
with our workshop that involves soccer! Then,
ending the evening, we will have worship and
another interactive activity for the girls to do. Lastly,
on Sunday, since it will be the last day before we go
to worship, we will meet to have a debriefing to
reflect on their time and have a conversation about
it.

All in all, I can
definitely say that we
have a lot in store for the girls! To find out more and
to register, visit our website at
www.abwomensministries.org/events.
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Summer Job Negotiating Tips
By Dr. Berquis Torres,
coordinator of AB GIRLS
Summer 2022 is approaching
quickly. As you prepare to apply
for summer jobs, it is important to
have a good notion about your
salary negotiation. This salary
negotiation will help you be better informed for
decision-making before accepting the job. It will also
prepare you financially as money is pulled aside for
tithing. Plus, as you negotiate that summer job
salary, it is important to think about saving some
money for your college education.
Negotiation is a normal step in the hiring
process when applying for a job. First, you must be
informed of the norms of the specific industry that
you are applying to get into. Even more, consider
any benefits and flex time if it is important to you. As
you go into a negotiation, think about different
scenarios, practice your responses, strive for
agreement, and be strategic.As you complete your
negotiation, make sure to pull money out to support
your church as you tithe. This is also part of your
management skills. Remember that everything we
have has been given to us by the grace of God. In
return, the Lord tells us to separate ten percent of
our gains to give to Him. His instructions are clear
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse" (Malachi
3:10). Some Bible versions specifically indicate to
bring a full tenth of what you earn (Expanded Bible).

Be ready to follow the Lord's command and separate
your offering and tithes to give to Him.
Finally, as you work through the summer, do not
spend all you earned. A good rule is to save about
20% of your earnings. These savings are good
measures for emergencies, but they will also help
when moving into your college years. You will have
to cover a few things, such as tuition, meals, and
educational materials. Having saved some money
will help you get through your chosen educational
process. I cannot stress this enough; since
education is key, you need to be ready. You must
take the steps and get your education under your
belt. Work for it, save money, and be prepared to get
into college! We need you to be ready to support
different industries and women worldwide! Even
more, we need you to be willing to serve the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, our Heavenly Father.
Negotiate and get that summer job you want. Be
ready to impact your community, your country, and
the world! Trust the process; the Lord is with you!

The National Leadership Team of AB GIRLS is
Seeking Applications!
The national leadership team of AB GIRLS (NLT)
comprises four high school-age girls and one adult
from across the country. The NLT works together to
plan events, programs, and resources for ministry
with girls. The NLT is seeking applications for youth
members to serve a two-year term. For more
information and to apply, visit
www.abwomensministries.org/NLT.

Events for Women and Girls
National ABWM 2022 Upcoming Events
May 3 ― Western Section: What's up with ABWM?
May 10 ― Midwestern Section: What's up with
ABWM?
May 17 ― Eastern Section: What's up with ABWM?
July 22-24 ― Women and Girls Conference in King
of Prussia, PA, and virtually
July 23 ― ABWM Annual Meeting
Sept. 8 ― Fall Webinar Series begins
Sept. 17 ― Domestic Violence Workshop &
Certification
Sept. 18 ― AB Women's Ministries Sunday
Oct. 20 ― Eastern Section: What's up with ABWM?
Oct. 25 ― Midwestern Section: What's up with
ABWM?
Nov. 8 ― Western Section: What's up with ABWM?
Dec. 10 ― AB GIRLS Christmas Hangout

What's up with ABWM?
Sectional Events
Join other American Baptist Women as we hear from
our national board, national staff, association
leaders, and AB women on what's happening in
American Baptist Women's Ministries.
•
May 3 — Western Section
•
May 10 — Midwestern Section
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•
May 17 — Eastern Section
For more information and to register, click here.

Saturday Evening Plenary Session
Preacher:
Rev. Marsha Scipio, Director of
Baptist World Aid (BWAid),
Baptist World Alliance

Sunday Morning Worship Preacher:
Rev. Dr. Bernadette Glover, Senior
Pastor, Saint Paul Baptist Church

Workshop Presenters:

Let the Walls Fall Down
Women and Girls Conference
July 22-24, 2022, in King of Prussia, PA, and
virtually
Join us for our Women and Girls Conference held
virtually and in-person at American Baptist Women's
Ministries' headquarters in King of Prussia, PA.
Women and girls throughout the country, including
Puerto Rico, will gather for a Real Acceptance Panel
Conversation, a chat back session with Friday's
plenary preacher, evening activities, Bible Studies,
devotionals, workshop, worship, and more! We hope
you'll join us as we seek to remove barriers that
keep the body of Christ divided.
Programming Just for Girls!
Girls, who have completed sixth grade and up, will
fellowship together, participate in Bible study for
girls, meet girls from all over the US, learn about
self-care, and participate in an outdoor activity.
• Bible Studies led by young adult women
• hands-on skincare workshop―girls will
make a skincare product!
• fun soccer workshop for all levels, beginner
to intermediate
• intergenerational events for women and girls
Register by May 1st for the best rate! Click here
for more information and to register.

Plenary Preachers:
Friday Evening Plenary Session
Preacher:
Rev. Dr. Shannon Daley-Harris,
author, retreat leader, and child
advocate

AB GIRLS Workshop Leader:
Olivia Banks, Coordinator of Young
Adult Women's Ministries

Women Workshop Co-Leader:
Rev. Dr. Gina Jacobs-Strain,
Executive Director

Women Workshop Co-Leader:
Rev. Dr. Christine Smith, national
president

Human Trafficking Workshop Coleader:
Kate Lee, Executive Director of the
New Jersey Coalition Against Human
Trafficking

Human Trafficking Workshop Co-leader:
Elise Choi

Real Acceptance Panelist:
Olivia Banks, Coordinator of Young
Adult Women's Ministries
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Rev. Dr. Kadia Edwards, Diversity,
equity, and inclusion specialist

Rev. Dr. Charlotte Myers, Spiritual
Support Clinical Chaplain for By the
Bay Health Hospice

Rev. Beatrix Weil, Chaplain of
Rhodes College and Parish Associate
of Evergreen Presbyterian Church

Shileah Huggins, American Baptist
Women's Ministries' AB GIRLS
Convenor

Bible Study Leaders

AB GIRLS Bible Study Leader:
Dana Seville, a student at Mount
Holyoke College

Programming Just for Girls
Skin Care Presenter:
Joyce Moon of Defined Natural

Conference Co-Chaplains
Minister Sadiqa Delaney, Associate
Minister, Berean Baptist Church,
Brooklyn, NY

Carol Wright, Coordinator of the
Western Section

Cultural Competency Bible Study
Leader:
Rev. Dr. Kadia Edwards, Diversity,
equity, and inclusion specialist

AB GIRLS Bible Study Leader:
Driana Arceneaux, a student at
Norfolk State University

AB GIRLS Bible Study Leader:
Minister Sadiqa Delaney, Associate
Minister, Berean Baptist Church,
Brooklyn, NY

Bible Study Leader:
Jackie Murphy, American Baptist
Women's Ministries Intern
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ABWM's 71st Annual Meeting

Domestic Violence Workshop & Certification

Saturday, July 23, 2022
1:30 PM Eastern/10:30 AM Pacific

Saturday, September 17, 2022, in Detroit, MI

Join American Baptist Women's Ministries' 71st
annual meeting on Saturday, July 23, 2022. If you
cannot attend the Women and Girls Conference in
King of Prussia, PA, join the Annual Meeting
virtually! All American Baptist women are invited to
attend the Annual Meeting. The annual meeting will
include American Baptist Women's Ministries
updates, the Shine the Light Award, and the election
of officers for American Baptist Women's
Ministries. Please register by July 15 to attend the
virtual meeting. Click here to register.

American Baptist Women's Ministries is partnering
with Safe Haven Ministries for Bible study and a
Domestic Violence certification. This workshop will
enable clergy, church leaders, community groups,
and domestic violence educators to come together
in a safe and intentional manner to learn ways to
support and aid those in their communities that are
suffering from Domestic Violence. The Bible study
will take familiar scripture text and look at it through
the lens of domestic violence. Together we will
reflect and see how our actions and inactions may
impact a survivor in our families, churches, and
communities. Click here to learn more!

Support ABWM
Make a gift to American Baptist Women's Ministries today! Gifts allow ABWM to continue providing free webinars,
scholarships for events, programs, resources, and leadership training for ministries with women and girls in your
church, area, and region.
● Give by Venmo: @abwomensministries
● Give by text: Text ABWM to 44321
● Give online by credit card: Give online at
http://www.abwomensministries.org/give
● Give by check: Mail a check payable to "ABWM" to American Baptist
Women's,1075 First Ave STE C-210, King of Prussia, PA 19406
Become a Vital Partner to support the vision for the future of American Baptist Women's Ministries. Vital
Partners regularly give $228 or more a year to support our work with women, young adult women, and girls. Vital
Partners give monthly, quarterly, or annually, and they may also set up automated giving by direct withdrawal
from their bank account or credit card. Become a Vital Partner today at
www.abwomensministries.org/VitalPartners.
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Find Us On Social Media
Do you ever feel like you find out about American Baptist Women's Ministries
(ABWM) events after they've taken place? Do you need more info about ABWM?
Do you want to feel part of a community of like-minded women who enjoy helping
others and rejoicing in God's Word? Then, follow American Baptist Women's
Ministries on social media: Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. Be a part of this
dynamic Christ-centered organization; stay informed.
● www.facebook.com/abwomensministries
● www.instagram.com/abwomen/
● www.twitter.com/abwomen

Be Part of the Leader's Reader Conversation!
Send us "ideas that worked for me" in women's and girls' ministries, women or girls you'd like to thank or honor,
theme-related devotionals, or other materials you think would be helpful to women and girls in our congregations!
Please send contributions to info@abwomensministries.org.

Subscribe Here
Leader's Reader, is your source for current events in American Baptist Women's Ministries, leadership helps, and
news. It is distributed by the ABWM national office. You can subscribe at
http://www.abwomensministries.org/subscribe.
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