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Seeking
Nominations for the
2022 "Shine the
Light" Award
Do you know a woman, or a group of
women, in your church who shows God's
love in all they do? Then nominate
her/them for the Shine the Light award! We
are looking for women who excel in showing the light of Christ in their
churches, families, and communities.
The award honors exemplary women from local American Baptist
churches for how they shine for Christ in the world. It can be given to
an American Baptist woman or a group of women from an American
Baptist church. The award highlights women that exemplify the four
criteria of creativity, commission (following the "Great Commission" of
Matthew 28), collaboration, and communication.
For more information, visit ABWM Shine the Light Award. The
deadline for applications is February 14, 2022.

Celebrating
Women
Support our ministry
with women and girls!

Helpful Links
2021-2023 Ministry Focus: Let the Walls Fall
Down
2021 Mission Focus: COVID-19 and related
issues
ABWM's 70th Birthday Celebration

Honor our past and all those
visionary, courageous women who
have come before us! American
Baptist Women’s Ministries
(ABWM) is highlighting women's
accomplishments during Black
History Month in February and
Women’s History Month in
March. Visit our social media sites
to read about women who have
made a difference! Please share
with us the ways that you are celebrating.
During Women’s History Month, each Monday in March, ABWM is
hosting gatherings from 12:30-1:00 PM EST on Zoom – Please join us!

Iron Sharpens Iron Table Talks
Follow us and like us on Social Media:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube •
Twitter
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Honoring &
Remembering Women
for Mother’s Day
American Baptist
Women’s Ministries is
preparing a special
edition of Leader’s
Reader in early May
featuring “I
remember/honor...” We
want to hear your story
about the women who
have inspired you,
encouraged you,
challenged you, pushed
you out of your comfort
zone, and/or helped you grow as a woman of God.
Who would you like to remember or honor
by making a special gift to American Baptist
Women’s Ministries’ 71st birthday as we celebrate
Mother’s Day? Your gift of $71 will honor one woman
and her story (up to 100 characters) in the special
edition of Leader’s Reader.
The deadline for submission of your
stories about women who you wish to honor is
May 1st. To submit a submission, click here.
This special edition of Leader’s Reader will
be published the week before Mother’s Day.

Let The Walls Fall Down
Prayer
“Holy One, I ask that you speak to their hearts in a
way that they can love you more. I ask that you
speak to their minds in a way that they can pursue
your word with hunger. I ask that you speak to their
spirits in a way that they can worship and give you
the due honor that you are deserving of.”
-Sadiqua Delaney, Young Adult Women’s Advisory
Team member
For more prayers, devotionals, logo apparel, and
more, visit www.abwomensministries.org.
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Articles from Officers
National President’s
Greetings and Goals
2022
By Rev. Dr. Christine Smith,
national president
Greetings, American Baptist
women! With great joy,
enthusiasm, and appreciation, I bring you these
words. Throughout 2021, we have experienced
God’s grace and mercy as we navigated a world
pandemic. Despite many challenges, you continued
serving women and girls. I am grateful to each of
you for all that you do!
Through Zoom technology, we were able to
remain connected. We held meetings,
conducted/participated in workshops and seminars,
celebrated annual days and special events, played
digital games, contributed donations, hosted a major
popcorn sale, and saw one another’s beautiful
smiles! WOW! What a year!!!
We owe a debt of gratitude to our Executive
Director, The Rev. Dr. Gina Jacobs-Strain, for her
excellent and untiring work in guiding this ministry,
challenging us to grow, and strategically leading us
into the future. We are also grateful to our
administrative team for their support in many and
varied ways.
As we enter 2022, there remains much work to
be done. The following national board goals will
guide our endeavors for this year:
1. Increase board participation and
responsiveness in ABWM events to 75%
2. Increase board participation of Vital Partners
to 75%
3. Region/State presidents will visit eight
churches per year that do not have an active
women’s ministry (via Zoom remains an
option during the pandemic)
4. National ABWM will provide a list of
suggested state projects. ADHOC
committees will be formed to provide lists.
5. Conduct annual Cultural Competency
Training
6. Conduct mental health training
The ABWM Executive Committee is currently
engaged in “60 days of prayer and fasting” for
ABWM. Know that we are praying for you as you
continue to explore and engage in the most effective
ways to minister to women and girls across the U.S.
and Puerto Rico. May you go forward in faith, hope,
love, strength, and the joy of the Lord, remembering

that Christ is with us always! Thank you for the
honor of serving as your national president.

National Teen Dating
Violence Awareness
and Prevention Month
By Dr. Berquis Torres, coordinator
of AB GIRLS
February is National Teen Dating
Violence Awareness and
Prevention Month. All women need to be aware and
informed. It is essential to know about statistics and
what we can do to help girls, teens, and young
women. That is why ABWM is joining forces to raise
awareness as they build safe and healthy
relationships.
There has been a national focus on advocacy
and education to stop dating abuse before it begins
for the last eleven years. According to youth.GOV,
and love is respect.org, only one in ten teens report
being victims of physical violence, and nearly 43% of
college women report experiencing violent or
abusive dating behaviors. This is a call to
action! These teens need our support to experience
significant, preventable problems such as eating
disorders and drug use.
Every girl and woman deserves a safe and
healthy relationship. As a Christ-centered
organization thriving to encourage and empower
women and girls to serve God, it is vital that our
programming empowers and educates women and
girls to serve God and recognize their worth and
utmost value.
Please get involved in our ministry and in
campaigns across the country to raise awareness
about this critical issue. Some web pages you can
visit are:
● Love is Respect
● Women in Distress
● Prevailinc.org
Steps you can take to support teens and young
women are:
1. Get educated by downloading study
resources.
2. Facilitate discussions to explain to teens
what types of behaviors they should not
accept or commit in relationships.
3. Support parents as they teach their girls.
4. In Bible schools, incorporate lessons about
the signs of teen dating violence.
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5. Get involved with local, state, or federal
government agencies.
6. Volunteer with organizations such as:
a. Love Is Respect
b. Break the Cycle
c. Futures Without Violence
7. Share the sample pledge below:
“I pledge to respect myself and all relationships
online and in person. I understand that healthy
relationships are free from pressure, control, and
threats. I will trust my instincts and tell someone I
trust if someone disrespects me.”

Young Adult Women’s
Ministries Event
By Olivia Banks, coordinator of
Young Adult Women’s Ministries
It’s safe to say that many of us are
hoping for a fresh, new start in the
coming year. American Baptist
Women’s Ministries kicked off 2022 with a young
adult women’s virtual retreat on Saturday, January
15, as we Let the Walls Fall Down. This retreat was
focused on cultivating our sense of self-awareness
as leaders in fresh and new ways. We opened our
hearts and minds and received great direction from
two amazing speakers and one another in the
conversation!
Rev. Dr. Marie Onwubuariri helped us look at
how our culture and upbringing formed and informed
who we are today. Rev. Dr. Onwubuariri says, "To
spend time focused on yourself is not always selfish.
In fact, it is a responsibility we must take before we
accept the privilege to lead others." What a beautiful
sentiment!
Rev. Maureen Gerald is a spiritual director who
taught us how to look beyond Sunday morning to
engage in spiritual practices. We learned several
techniques and how to incorporate them into our
daily lives. Rev. Gerald's passion for opening the
eyes and hearts of her listeners to the power of
spiritual direction was refreshing.
We created a space where women feel safe and
empowered with valuable tools and were
encouraged to reflect and share personal
experiences.

What is Women’s
History Month and
Why do we Celebrate?
By LaRose Karr, coordinator of
Mission with Women and Girls
Women's History Month is a
celebration of women's contributions to history,
culture, and society and has been observed
annually in the month of March in the US since
1987.
Our Mission: AB Women’s Ministries is a
Christ-centered ministry committed to encouraging
and empowering women and girls to serve God.
Women and girls are why we minister in the variety
of ways that we do. We have the opportunity to bring
to light the many ways that women contribute
through bible studies, events, and mission projects.
When women are involved, things begin to happen.
Why not celebrate for the entire month? Hold events
to educate women and girls by highlighting women
who have made a spiritual difference in our nation or
locally in your churches. Also, pray for missionaries
and focus on their lives and how they serve
internationally or in the U.S.View more information.
Women’s History Month is an exciting time to
honor and celebrate those who have in the past, as
well as those who are now shining Christ’s light in
our world. Join American Baptist Women’s Ministries
each Monday in March to celebrate Women’s
History Month! Learn more at
www.abwomensministries.org/events.
Our Vision: Every American Baptist church shall
have a vital women's ministry program that
empowers women and girls to become and develop
as God's person, build God's faith community, and
serve God's world.
Our national website gives information about events
for women and girls. You may give financially to the
Women and Girls Mission Fund.
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Let the Walls Fall
Down: Economic
Empowerment of
Women
By Carol Wright, coordinator of
the Western Section
Access to income and assets: Lidia had her own
business. Scripture calls us to work and flourish
fostered by economic freedom. Work is one way that
we bear the image of God. By pursuing our gifts and
doing what we’re called to do, we flourish. Our status
is raised through education, awareness, and literacy.
Standing with and investing in women is essential:
sponsor a girl, buy women’s empowerment gifts,
educate yourself about child marriages, help girls
and women learn advocacy skills so they can use
their voices effectively for their rights. Challenging
and correcting harmful social norms keeps women
and girls from their potential. Raise awareness about
poor health and wellbeing related to gender.
Control and benefit from economic gains:
Ruth and Naomi in the bible left their home to find
better circumstances and support.
Power to make decisions: In her memoir “My
life in Full,” the former CEO of PepsiCo Indra Nooyi
said there was no difference between men and
women in our family, so we were told, “Dream as
much as you want. We’ll never stop you. Stand on
your own two feet. Our investment in you is an
education.” Today, 70% of high school valedictorians
are women; 47% of MIT graduates are women, but
women get the short shift at work because the
environment is not welcoming, accommodating, and
supportive. They need the right mentorship and
support structure; otherwise, women get taken away
to lead smaller companies. Women need to
surround themselves with the right spouse and
mentors. They need paid leave, excellent child care
systems, and work flexibility or predictability. Hurdles
need to be removed, such as eliminating
unconscious bias and allowing women a family.
Note: Deborah Smith Peques equips women to
manage finances wisely in her “The One-Minute
Money Mentor for Women: 21 strategies for financial
empowerment.”

Let the Walls Fall
Down: Sex Trafficking
By Julie Tankersley, coordinator of
the Eastern Section
Human trafficking has grown to be
one of the most significant growth
issues. Women of all geographical
origins must be informed on the matter to ensure
their safety. 2020 recorded the highest number of
contacts to the National Human Trafficking Hotline at
51,667 contacts. For reference, only 32,149 contacts
were made to the National Hotline in 2016.
Additionally, there have been 151,714 confirmed
victims of Human Trafficking since 2007. This means
that there are roughly 10,836 confirmed victims each
year. Of these victims, about 86% are women, and
33% are not even of adult age. This is an issue that
is getting worse each year.
Some general safety tips recommended by the
Human Trafficking Hotline include but are not limited
to trusting your judgment or gut feeling if you feel a
situation is amiss. It is also important to either
memorize or keep significant phone numbers on you
at all times; in the event, you must contact someone
you trust if you are in trouble.
Additionally, it is highly advised that you keep a
means of communication (cell phone), access to
your bank account, and any needed medication
accessible at all times. There is no reasonable need
for anyone to request for you to part with any of
these items, as professionals teach these types of
requests to be a red flag of an ulterior motive.
While human trafficking cases are rising,
awareness of the cause is growing at an even faster
rate. As people become more educated about the
volume of these crimes, it will become increasingly
difficult to commit them. Sharing information with
others is one way you can help. If you wish to read
more on the subject, I have provided links below.
● National Human Trafficking Hotline
● American Baptist Women’s Ministries’
website
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Let the Walls Fall
Down: Cross-Cultural
Relationships
By Dr. Lachaka Askew, coordinator
of the Midwestern Section
Building new relationships across
cultures is necessary because we work with, attend
school with, and live around people of different
cultures. Positive interactions with other cultures are
integral to building positive environments in the
workplace, churches, and campuses.
Furthermore, as Christians, we must be
ambassadors of God’s love and grace. We can rely
on the Spirit to help us overcome internal and
external challenges against building relationships.
To begin:
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but
only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”
(Eph. 4:29)

“We must intentionally challenge old and erroneous
beliefs, exclusion, and ignorance. We must insist
that our words are full of the fruit of the Spirit” (Gal.
5:22-23), “sweet for the soul, and healthy for the
body” (Prov. 16:24). When we consistently bless
others with our words, our actions are sure to follow!
In the Huffington Post article, “14 Beautiful
Experiences That Make Your Cross-Cultural
Relationship Truly Special,” Gabriela Kruschewsky
(2017) also offers some practical advice:
1. Have conversations about the topic of
culture and how it plays into your
relationship.
2. Find reasons to celebrate with each other!
3. Speak up and defend against prejudiced
and ignorant behavior around you.
4. Share each other’s cultural idiosyncrasies,
such as favorite cultural sayings and
practices and the history behind them.
Building cross-cultural relationships can be an
exciting and adventurous endeavor for girls and
women of all ages!

News and Information for AB GIRLS
Recap of AB GIRLS
Christmas Hangout
By Shileah, AB GIRLS convenor
The 2021 AB GIRLS Christmas
Hangout was once again held
virtually. Despite not holding it in
person, it was still beautiful and
filled with joy, happiness, and love. Different
activities were being done, from prayer being led by
me, the convenor, baking where we made Santa
Belly Brownies, which was deliciously led by Young
Adult Women’s Ministries Coordinator, Olivia Banks.
Toward the middle of the event, we did bible
journaling, led by our guest speaker Karla Diaz. The
girls had so much fun having the chance to
incorporate art into our journals. We also did a
community service project in which the girls had
different options to choose: cards, snowflakes,
ornaments, and a plate Christmas tree; the girls also
decided whom to give it to. Lastly, we can not forget
about listening to carols and closing them with a
prayer by LaRose Karr, Coordinator of Mission with

Women and Girls.
Overall, I would
definitely say it was a
wonderful event filled
with so much joy.

The National Leadership Team of
AB GIRLS is Seeking Applications!
The national leadership team of AB GIRLS (NLT)
comprises four high school-age girls and one adult
from all across the country. The NLT works together
to plan events, programs, and resources for ministry
with girls. The NLT is seeking applications for youth
members to serve a two-year term. For more
information and to apply, visit
www.abwomensministries.org/NLT.
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Events for Women and Girls
National ABWM 2022 Upcoming
Events
Jan. 20 ― Tending to Our Souls Webinar
Feb. 3 – Vulnerable Youth: Identifying and
Protecting Children Webinar
Feb. 17 ― Empowering Seniors Webinar
Mar. 3 ― Identifying and Managing Bullying
Behavior Webinar
Mar. 7 ― Women’s History Month Gathering
Mar. 14― Women’s History Month Gathering
Mar. 17 ― Sustaining Sisterhood Webinar
Mar.21― Women’s History Month Gathering
Mar. 26 ― Let the Walls Fall Down Tea Party
Mar.28― Women’s History Month Gathering
May 3 ― Western Section: What's up with ABWM?
May 10 ― Midwestern Section: What's up with
ABWM?
May 17 ― Eastern Section: What's up with ABWM?
July 22-24 ― Women and Girls Conference in King
of Prussia, PA, and virtually
July 23 ― ABWM Annual Meeting
Sept. 8 ― Fall Webinar Series begins
Sept. 18 ― AB Women's Ministries Sunday
Oct. 20 ― Eastern Section: What's up with ABWM?
Oct. 25 ― Midwestern Section: What's up with
ABWM?
Nov. 8 ― Western Section: What's up with ABWM?
Dec. 10 ― AB GIRLS Christmas Hangout

Tending to Our Souls
January 20, 2022; 8-9 PM EST/5-6 PM PST
Presenter: Rev. Miriam Méndez, Executive Minister
and Senior Regional Pastor, American Baptist
Churches of New Jersey
Vulnerable Youth: Identifying Predators and
Protecting Children
February 3, 2022; 8-9 PM EST/5-6 PM PST
Presenter: Linda Blackiston, Director of Community
Engagement, The Samaritan Women
Empowering Seniors
February 17, 2022; 8-9 PM EST/5-6 PM PST
Panelists: Elaine Cody, Life Coach, Cody Clarity
Coaching; Rev. Dr. Deborah Stapleton, Associate
Pastor, First Baptist Church Lincoln Gardens; and
Pamela Bridgeforth, Care Coordinator at Senior
Connections
Identifying and Managing Bullying Behavior
March 3, 2022; 8-9 PM EST/5-6 PM PST
Presenter: Dana Jones, Counselor, Defining
Moments
Sustaining Sisterhood
March 17, 2022; 8-9 PM EDT/5-6 PM PDT
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Shannon Daley-Harris, author,
retreat leader, and child advocate

Let the Walls Fall Down Winter
Webinars
Our Winter Webinar Series began on Thursday,
January 20, 2022. All webinars are 8:00-9:00 PM
EST/ 5-6PM PST. We hope to see you there! For
more information visit,
www.abwomensministries.org/webinars.
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Let the Walls Fall Down
Virtual Tea
March 26, 2022, at 2:00-3:30 PM EDT
The honor of your presence is
requested to a Virtual Tea
Celebration to Nourish the Soul on
Saturday, March 26, 2022. Join us
for the best tea party, hat contest,
trivia, special music, and more. Our
guest speaker is Rev. Lisa Harris
Lee, Director, Healing and Transforming
Communities, American Baptist Home Mission
Societies (ABHMS). Click here for more information
and to register.

Let the Walls Fall Down
Women and Girls Conference
July 22-24, 2022, in King of Prussia, PA, and
virtually
Join us for our Women and Girls Conference in July
2022! Our conference will be held virtually and in
person at American Baptist Women's Ministries'
headquarters in King of Prussia, PA. We hope you'll
join us as we tear down and climb over walls that
keep the body of Christ divided, numbs our
fellowship, and narrow our understanding of
neighbor, friend, and family. Click here for more
information and to register.
Special guests include:
Friday Evening Plenary Session
Preacher:
Rev. Dr. Shannon Daley-Harris,
author, retreat leader, and child
advocate

What’s up with ABWM?
Sectional Events
Join other American Baptist Women as we hear from
our national board, national staff, association
leaders, and AB women on what’s happening in
American Baptist Women’s Ministries.
• May 3 — Western Section
• May 10 — Midwestern Section
• May 17 — Eastern Section
For more information and to register, click here.

Saturday Evening Plenary Session
Preacher:
Rev. Marsha Scipio, Director of
Baptist World Aid (BWAid),
Baptist World Alliance
Sunday Morning Worship Preacher:
Rev. Dr. Bernadette Glover, Senior
Pastor, Saint Paul Baptist Church
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Support ABWM
Make a gift to American Baptist Women's Ministries today! Gifts allow ABWM to continue providing free webinars,
scholarships for events, programs, resources, and leadership training for ministries with women and girls in your
church, area, and region.
● Give by Venmo: @abwomensministries
● Give by text: Text ABWM to 44321
● Give online by credit card: Give online at
http://www.abwomensministries.org/give
● Give by check: Mail a check payable to "ABWM" to American Baptist
Women's,1075 First Ave STE C-210, King of Prussia, PA 19406
Become a Vital Partner to support the vision for the future of American Baptist Women's Ministries. Vital
Partners regularly give $228 or more a year to support our work with women, young adult women, and girls. Vital
Partners give monthly, quarterly, or annually, and they may also set up automated giving by direct withdrawal from
their bank account or credit card. Become a Vital Partner today at www.abwomensministries.org/VitalPartners.

Find Us On Social Media
Do you ever feel like you find out about American Baptist Women's Ministries
(ABWM) events after they've taken place? Do you need more info about ABWM?
Do you want to feel part of a community of like-minded women who enjoy helping
others and rejoicing in God's Word? Follow American Baptist Women’s Ministries
on social media: Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. Be a part of this dynamic
Christ-centered organization; stay informed.
● www.facebook.com/abwomensministries
● www.instagram.com/abwomen/
● www.twitter.com/abwomen

Be Part of the Leader's Reader Conversation!
Send us "ideas that worked for me" in women's and girls' ministries, women or girls you'd like to thank or honor,
theme-related devotionals, or other materials you think would be helpful to women and girls in our congregations!
Please send contributions to info@abwomensministries.org.

Subscribe Here
Leader's Reader, is your source for current events in American Baptist Women's Ministries, leadership helps, and
news. It is distributed by the ABWM national office. You can subscribe at
http://www.abwomensministries.org/subscribe.
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